Client: Marin County Dept. of Public Works Contact: Liz Lewis, 415-499-7226
Marin Resource Conservation District Contact: Nancy Scolari, 415-663-1170

Groundwork was originally published in 1987 as
part of an erosion control grant to the Marin
Resource Conservation District from the State
Coastal Conservancy to address sedimentation
and erosion in the Lagunitas Creek watershed.
Written by Liza Prunuske, the first edition focused
on gully and road repair, livestock-related erosion,
and small landslides. It was intended to give
practical, step-by-step help to rural landowners.
Demand for the publication was very high with
requests arriving from all over the U.S. and several
foreign countries. Pieces of Groundwork have CNPACTED FLL
been used by the U.S. Forest Service in Wyoming,

the Department of Fish and Game in their Habitat Series of Willow Wattles on Slope
Restoration Manual, conservation corps, and many

Resource Conservation Districts and watershed groups.
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The second edition, published in June 2007, keeps the same intent of providing practical,
useful help for the interested layperson. It has been expanded to include a simple
explanation of erosion and stream-forming processes; specifications for many
bioengineering techniques that can be built with no or minimal professional help;
planting guidelines; revised recommendations for roads, new construction, and livestock
management; and an updated resource section. Groundwork is available as a booklet
and online.
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