
 
 

Asiya Shriners A.A.O.N.M.S. No. 15, 1925 Elkhorn Court, San Mateo, CA 94403-1308 

Illustrious Potentate 2008 – DeWayne Hartman 

December  2008                 Newsletter                  VOL. III   No. 12 

 
Flower flag in Lompoc, CA:  Where the flag is planted, there are 9+ miles of flower fields 
that go all the way to the ocean.  The flowers are grown by seed companies.  It is close to 
Vandenberg AFB.  The Floral Flag is 740 feet long and 390 feet wide and maintains the 
proper Flag dimensions, as described in Executive Order #10834.  This Flag is 6.65 acres 
and is the first Floral Flag to be planted with 5 pointed Stars, comprised of White Larkspur.  
Each Star is 24 feet in diameter; each Stripe is 30 feet wide.  This Flag is estimated to 
contain more than 400,000 Larkspur plants, with 4-5 flower stems each, for a total of more 
than 2 million flowers  

 
The SR-71 and some history about it:   

http://www.greatdanepromilitary.com/SR-71/index.htm 

Bear Alert:  The California State Department of Fish and Wildlife is advising hikers, hunters, 
and fishermen to take extra precautions and be on the alert for bears while in the Truckee, 
Kirkwood, and Yosemite areas.  They advise people to wear noise-producing devices such 
as little bells on their clothing to alert but not startle the bears unexpectedly. They also advise 
you to carry pepper spray in case of an encounter with a bear. -  It is also a good idea to 
watch for signs of bear activity.  People should be able to recognize the difference between 
black bear and grizzly bear droppings. Black bear droppings are smaller and contain berries 
and possibly squirrel fur.  Grizzly bear droppings have little bells in them and smell like 
pepper. 
 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


