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Research provides information,
concepts, and educated opinions. 

These  lead to improvement 
in your own ideas.

Your better knowledge
of the topic (information,

concepts, scholar’s opinions)
leads to further, more

fruitful research.

What you want to say
and who you will say it to

should be the basis for
the “look” of your product.

In most of my classes, I
request academic essays.

They are not journalistic essays
or creative �ction so

understand and maintain
the distinctions.

To some lesser degree, the “look”
of your product alters content—
in short, to some degree style IS

message. Credibility can be
gained or lost based on

whether the essay meets
conventional academic

form expectations
(font choices, essay organization,

citation style, diction, etc.).

The reader
might use your
essay to access
the research directly.
You need to provide
accurate pathways
(citations) for this.

FRONT DOOR.
The academic

reader is busy, and
sel�sh, but is looking
for interesting ideas

that can be taken
seriously (credible ideas). 

S/he will �rst check an
essay’s title, read the

�rst paragraph,
inspect the bibliography,
read the �nal paragraph,
and perhaps stop there.
Write with this in mind.{

Never forget that the container
(how you present your information

and ideas) is the reader’s only
access to that information

and those ideas. It is the interface.
Make it good, not fancy or

striking. Make it clear and easy
to navigate. Foreground

your ideas.

GRADING RUBRIC

First:
Is the submission on time and follows the instructions?
Then, the top question: 
Is the essay credible and interesting?

Components for credibility:
Judicious choice and use of research resources.
Accurate use of research resources.
Honest use of research resources (over the shoulder rule” / “context is king” rule)
Information and ideas seem to be balanced, objective, careful, the product of time-investment.
The container is fully finished, neat and tidy, meets the conventions of academic essays in its formal matters, 
organization, and diction.

Components for interest:
Is there an informative title that gives the skimming reader a good sense of content beyond just topic?
Are the ideas easily accessible: a thesis early in the essay (probably first paragraph), a good flow of 
ideas, concise and organized presentation, a conclusion or summary paragraph?
Are you interested in the essay and did you convey that interest by understanding your own content and
the readers you are targeting?
Academic readers don’t need to be entertained, they are looking for ideas and information, things they can
use to continue thinking on their own.

An overview of ideals (goals to aim for)
in a standard academic analytic essay, 
one grounded in research 
but including some analysis 
by the writer / student as well


