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Course	  description	  (syllabus)	  &	  other	  information	  

	  
Course	  title:	   	   EA109,	  History	  of	  the	  Culture	  of	  Tea	  in	  China	  and	  Japan	  
Semester:	   	   Fall	  2013	  
Instructor:	   	   John	  R.	  Wallace	   	  
Meets:	   	   MWF	  2–3PM	   	  
	  

Course	  prerequisites	  
None.	  

Course	  description	  &	  goals	  

Using	  tea	  as	  a	  way	  of	  analyzing	  cultural	  formations	  and	  culture	  formation	  

This	  class	  is	  about	  the	  cultures	  of	  two	  countries	  —	  China	  and	  Japan	  —	  and	  the	  relationship	  of	  tea	  to	  certain	  cultural	  practices	  in	  
those	  countries.	  Broadly	  stated,	  we	  begin	  with	  the	  early	  tea	  origin	  myths	  of	  China,	  then	  become	  more	  earnest	  in	  our	  analysis	  with	   	  
events	  in	  the	  Tang	  and	  Song	  dynasties.	  While	  we	  cover	  briefly	  Yuan,	  Ming	  and	  Qing	  dynasties	  our	  focus	  swings	  towards	  Japan	  in	  the	  
second	  half	  of	  the	  course	  where	  we	  look	  at	  tea	  practices	  in	  the	  Kamakura,	  Muromachi	  and	  early	  Edo	  periods.	  I	  also	  make	  some	  
overview	  and	  summary	  statements	  about	  tea	  in	  Korea.	  This	  is	  primarily	  a	  history	  of	  culture	  class	  and	  we	  spend	  little	  time	  with	  
tea-‐related	  issues	  later	  than	  the	  18th	  century.	   	  

We	  read	  early	  Chinese	  cosmology,	  Chinese	  poetry,	  track	  the	  impact	  of	  Buddhism	  on	  the	  diffusion	  and	  advancement	  of	  various	  
cultural	  practices,	  look	  at	  interpretations	  of	  tea	  in	  painting	  traditions,	  consider	  the	  relationship	  between	  tea	  culture	  and	  
technological	  advances	  in	  ceramics,	  explore	  the	  two	  different	  times	  tea	  was	  introduced	  to	  Japan	  and	  what	  happened	  to	  tea	  when	  it	  
was	  thus	  introduced,	  consider	  the	  relationship	  between	  political	  power	  centers,	  Japanese	  tea	  masters,	  and	  tea-‐related	  objects	  d’art,	  
and	  analyze	  how	  the	  poetics	  developed	  within	  the	  linked-‐verse	  tradition	  of	  Japan	  found	  expression	  in	  tea	  house	  &	  garden	  
architecture.	   	  

Tea	  has	  a	  long	  and	  complex	  history	  in	  both	  China	  and	  Japan.	  It	  has	  been	  part	  of	  philosophical,	  religious,	  and	  literary	  discourse,	  and	  
had	  influence	  on,	  as	  well	  as	  been	  influenced	  by	  visual	  arts	  and	  artisan	  crafts,	  architecture,	  and	  social	  practices.	  Comparing	  its	  role	  in	  
this	  way	  in	  these	  two	  countries	  illuminates	  interesting	  similarities	  and	  differences.	  Further,	  studying	  how	  tea	  arrived	  to	  Japan	  from	  
China	  and	  the	  different	  way	  it	  was	  embraced	  in	  that	  country	  provides	  an	  opportunity	  to	  consider	  how	  these	  two	  countries	  
interacted	  with	  one	  another	  in	  terms	  o	  cultural	  transmission.	  Finally,	  there	  is	  an	  interesting	  tension	  between	  the	  ordinariness	  of	  
brewing	  and	  drinking	  tea	  with	  the	  arts	  and	  philosophy	  that	  have	  been	  attached	  to	  it.	  This	  class	  looks	  at	  idea	  crossovers	  such	  as	  how	  
philosophy	  has	  created	  contexts	  for	  thinking	  about	  tea	  (Tang	  China)	  and	  how	  poetics	  helped	  form	  tea-‐related	  social	  practice	  
(Muromachi	  Japan),	  among	  other	  things.	   	  

Said	  briefly,	  understanding	  the	  many	  turns	  in	  the	  development	  of	  tea	  culture	  in	  China	  and	  Japan	  from	  the	  three	  perspectives	  
outlined	  above	  (a	  content	  comparative	  approach	  while	  keeping	  also	  in	  mind	  the	  interaction	  between	  the	  two	  countries	  and	  while	  
exploring	  how	  ideas	  crossed	  over	  between	  tea	  and	  many	  cultural	  practices)	  …	  

² … informs students of important and enduring aspects of both cultures,  
² … provides an opportunity to discuss the role of religion and art in social practice (and vice versa),  
² … provides a forum for cultural comparison, and, 
² … provides an example of the relationship between the two countries as well as Japanese methods of importing 

and naturalizing another country’s social practice. 

Tea	  basics	  

That	  being	  said,	  it	  seems	  to	  me	  odd	  if,	  at	  the	  end	  of	  a	  class	  on	  tea,	  the	  student	  did	  not	  know	  the	  basics	  of	  the	  tea	  plant	  itself—its	  
name,	  where	  it	  grows,	  and	  how	  crafting	  of	  the	  leaves	  gives	  us	  the	  many	  types	  of	  tea	  that	  we	  drink.	  So	  the	  first	  few	  sessions	  of	  the	  
class	  are	  devoted	  to	  covering	  these	  basics.	  
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Balanced	  approach	   	  

It	  is	  the	  explicit	  goal	  of	  this	  course	  that	  all	  students	  consider	  both	  China	  and	  Japan	  with	  equal	  care	  and	  curiosity.	  For	  many	  this	  will	  
mean	  working	  sometimes	  outside	  a	  comfort	  zone.	  However,	  all	  grading	  is	  from	  this	  perspective.	  Showing	  interest	  in	  only	  one	  culture	  
will	  be	  viewed	  as	  having	  done	  much	  less	  than	  half	  the	  work	  of	  the	  course	  and	  will	  score	  similarly.	  

Course	  materials	  
All	  material	  for	  this	  class	  is	  in	  digital	  form	  and	  is	  provided	  through	  the	  Web	  sites	  described	  below.	  

Communication	  

How	  to	  reach	  me	  

Office	  hours:	  Please	  use	  the	  link	  on	  the	  Start	  Page	  (see	  below).	  The	  current	  information	  is	  there.	   	  

My	  office	  is	  Dwinelle	  5110.	  

My	  email	  is	  jwallace@berkeley.edu.	  
♦ ALL	  emails	  for	  this	  class	  should	  use	  this	  as	  a	  subject	  line	  template:	   	  

	  
	   EA109Fa13	  LASTNAME	  classname	  keyword	  

² classname	  =	  your	  first	  name	  as	  you	  have	  asked	  me	  to	  use	  for	  learn	  it	  
² keyword	  =	   	   an	  irregular	  string	  of	  letters	  I	  used	  to	  filter	  my	  emails	  into	  manageable	  units	  

² Two	  important	  keywords:	  1)	  gradeissue:	  (any	  concern	  you	  have	  about	  your	  grade,	  explanations	  of	  absences,	  
etc.	  —	  I	  review	  all	  of	  these	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  term	  and	  take	  them	  into	  consideration	  when	  calculating	  the	  final	  
grade.	  2)	  ecearned:	  this	  is	  my	  signal	  to	  you	  that	  you	  have	  earned	  general	  or	  major	  extra	  credit	  for	  something.	  
—	  As	  above,	  I	  review	  all	  of	  these	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  term	  and	  take	  them	  into	  consideration	  when	  calculating	  the	  
final	  grade.	  

² Other	  keywords:	  You	  do	  not	  need	  to	  use	  a	  keyword	  when	  writing	  me	  for	  a	  random	  reason.	  However,	   if	  you	  
put	  question	   or	   randomcomment	   or	   something	   like	   that	   in	   the	   subject	   line	   it	   is	   likely	   to	   catch	  my	  eye	  and	  
cause	  me	  to	  read	  it	  ahead	  of	  other	  emails.	  

*The	  Fa13	  means	  “Fall	  2013”.	  The	  Fa13	  helps	  me	  not	  accidentally	  capture	  emails	  from	  previous	  version	  of	  the	  class.	  The	  
course	  number	  designation	  helps	  me	  keep	  my	  classes	  sorted	  out,	  since	  I	  teach	  several	  at	  the	  same	  time	  and	  sometimes	  
students	  take	  more	  than	  one	  of	  my	  classes	  at	  the	  same	  time.	  

I	  usually	  do	  not	  check	  email	  after	  9:30PM	  and	  check	  less	  frequently	  during	  weekends.	  

I	  use	  two	  Web	  sites	  for	  this	  course	  

I	  use	  a	  primary	  and	  secondary	  Web	  site.	  Off-‐campus	  individuals	  following	  my	  class	  via	  podcast,	  please	  email	  me.	  I	  might	  be	  creating	  
a	  special	  site	  for	  this	  group	  since	  you	  do	  not	  automatically	  have	  access	  to	  the	  secondary	  site.	  

The	  primary	  Web	  site	  access	  is	  public	  and	  can	  be	  accessed	  via	  the	  Start	  Page.	  It	  has	  announcements,	  deadlines,	  schedules	  (including	  
session	  topics,	  assignment	  notices,	  and	  so	  on),	  resources,	  course	  policies,	  links	  to	  resources,	  other	  miscellaneous	  information.	   	  

▶▶ 	  Always	  visit	  your	  course	  Web	  pages	  by	  passing	  though	  the	  Start	  Page.	  

The	  secondary	  Web	  site	  is	  the	  repository	  for	  informal	  grade	  reporting	  and	  assignment	  materials.	  It	  is	  available	  only	  to	  those	  enrolled	  
in	  the	  course.	  

I	  hope	  to	  make	  a	  “companion”	  Web	  page	  that	  contains	  information	  that	  I	  can	  release	  to	  the	  general	  public,	  for	  those	  who	  follow	  the	  
course	  via	  its	  podcasts.	  If	  such	  a	  site	  is	  made,	  the	  address	  will	  be	  accessible	  via	  the	  Start	  Page.	  

Class	  announcements	   	  

I	  do	  not	  make	  many	  announcements	  in	  class,	  even	  important	  ones.	  Visit	  the	  Start	  Page	  regularly.	  
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Where	  to	  look	  for	  announcements?	  

Once	  the	  class	  is	  up	  and	  running,	  go	  here:	   	  

Start	  Page	  —	  http://www.tabine.info/~tabine/99aa130809/calcrses/annc/text/annc1308.html.	  

However,	  in	  the	  days	  and	  weeks	  before	  class	  begins,	  I	  might	  contact	  students	  via	  bSpace.	   	  

After	  class	  stops	  meeting	  and	  until	  grades	  are	  submitted,	  I	  continue	  to	  use	  the	  Start	  Page.	  Once	  I	  submit	  grades,	  I	  will	  soon	  switch	  
back	  to	  bSpace	  for	  additional	  announcements,	  if	  there	  are	  anyway.	  

When	  to	  check	  for	  announcements?	  

♦ Please	  check	  the	  Start	  Page	  frequently	  beginning	  a	  few	  days	  before	  the	  start	  of	  the	  course	  until	  the	  end	  of	  finals	  week.	   	  
² Any	  announcements	  that	  are	  less	  than	  24	  hours	  before	  class	  will	  not	  include	  any	  required	  material.	  However,	  I	  very	  

often	  add	  material	  to	  a	  Web	  page	  just	  before	  or	  after	  the	  class.	  Your	  class	  experience	  is	  probably	  enhanced	  if	  you	  are	  
able	  to	  follow	  any	  of	  the	  new	  information.	  For	  exams,	  you	  should	  definitely	  review	  the	  pages	  since	  there	  may	  well	  be	  
relevant	  changes.	  

♦ Remember	  to	  refresh	  your	  browser	  to	  insure	  you	  are	  seeing	  the	  updated	  version	  of	  the	  page.	   	  
♦ Reporting	  Web	  page	  errors	  to	  me	  usually	  earns	  some	  extra	  credit,	  since	  it	  benefits	  the	  learning	  experience	  for	  everyone	  

and	  indicates	  the	  care	  you	  are	  spending	  with	  the	  course’s	  processes.	  

	  

Policies	  

General	  policies	  I	  have	  in	  place	  for	  all	  my	  courses	  

Please	  navigate	  to	  my	  various	  polices	  from	  the	  Start	  Page.	  Read	  these	  policies	  ASAP—some	  of	  the	  information	  there	  affects	  your	  
grade,	  sometimes	  dramatically.	  They	  are	  in	  effect	  beginning	  the	  second	  week	  of	  the	  term.	  

A	  note	  on	  how	  I	  usually	  handle	  academic	  dishonest	  

I	  am	  very	  attentive	  to	  issues	  about	  plagiarism	  and	  other	  forms	  of	  academic	  dishonesty,	  both	  in	  the	  production	  of	  assignments	  and	  
essays	  and	  during	  quizzes	  and	  exams.	   	  

Dishonesty	  during	  quizzes	  or	  exams	  usually	  is	  penalized	  by	  an	  “F”	  on	  the	  question	  involved	  or	  the	  entire	  exam.	  It	  also	  triggers	  a	  
review	  by	  me	  of	  all	  other	  material	  a	  student	  has	  submitted.	  I	  reserve	  the	  right	  to	  rescore	  material	  that	  I	  once	  thought	  was	  honest	  
but	  given	  later	  actions	  by	  the	  student	  appears	  more	  suspicious	  under	  a	  second	  review.	  For	  material	  that	  is	  done	  at	  home	  on	  the	  
honors	  system,	  dishonesty	  on	  one	  assignment	  can	  generate	  an	  “F”	  on	  all	  other	  similar	  assignments	  and,	  when	  severe,	  might	  
disqualify	  the	  student	  from	  submitting	  any	  more	  of	  that	  type	  of	  assignment.	   	  

Plagiarism	  is	  difficult	  to	  define.	  All	  students	  are	  expected	  to	  read	  my	  statement	  on	  these	  issues	  and	  ask	  questions	  if	  they	  are	  not	  
clear.	  Access	  my	  Academic	  Honesty	  page	  through	  the	  Start	  Page.	  Please	  read	  it	  in	  full	  by	  the	  end	  of	  the	  first	  week	  of	  the	  term.	  Ask	  
questions.	  After	  a	  week	  I	  will	  assume	  you	  are	  fully	  aware	  of,	  and	  have	  understood	  thoroughly,	  its	  contents	  including	  the	  penalties	  
described.	  

Please	  note	  that	  “I’m	  sorry,	  I	  won’t	  do	  it	  again”	  does	  not	  release	  you	  from	  the	  penalties	  incurred	  due	  to	  academic	  dishonesty.	  

UC	  Berkeley’s	  New	  Honor	  Code	  

“As	  a	  member	  of	  the	  UC	  Berkeley	  community,	  I	  act	  with	  honesty,	  integrity,	  and	  respect	  for	  others.”	  I	  fully	  endorse	  this	  statement	  
and	  I	  know	  that,	  as	  students,	  you	  are	  required	  to	  endorse	  it	  as	  well.	  I	  will	  conduct	  my	  classes	  in	  this	  spirit	  and	  expect	  my	  students	  to	  
do	  likewise.	  For	  more	  information	  go	  to:	  UC	  Berkeley	  Honor	  Code.	  

I	  have	  pulled	  from	  the	  Berkeley	  Law	  Web	  site	  the	  following.	  Although	  this	  was	  written	  for	  a	  sub-‐community	  of	  our	  campus,	  it	  is	  a	  
very	  exact	  statement	  of	  my	  sentiments	  on	  the	  issue	  of	  academic	  honesty	  and	  I	  want	  to	  quote	  a	  paragraph	  of	  it	  here:	  

“Primary	  responsibility	  for	  respecting	  the	  appropriate	  rules	  rests	  with	  each	  individual	  student	  and	  with	  the	  student	  body	  
as	  a	  whole.	  Students,	  faculty	  and	  staff	  are	  urged	  to	  bring	  apparent	  violations	  to	  the	  attention	  of	  the	  instructor	  and/or	  the	  
dean.	  The	  Honor	  Code	  can	  be	  successful	  only	  to	  the	  extent	  that	  it	  has	  the	  overwhelming	  support	  of	  student	  and	  faculty	  
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opinion	  and	  is	  taken	  seriously	  by	  everyone.”	  (Academic	  Honor	  Code	  Appendix	  A—Law	  School	  Academic	  Honor	  Code,	  In	  
General)	  

Accommodation	  of	  students	  with	  disabilities	  
If	  you	  need	  accommodations	  for	  a	  disability,	  or	  if	  you	  want	  me	  to	  have	  emergency	  medical	  information,	  please	  email	  me,	  or	  speak	  to	  
me	  anytime.	   	  

Here	  is	  the	  URL	  for	  the	  main	  Web	  page	  of	  the	  Disables	  Students’	  Program:	  http://dsp.berkeley.edu/.	  Here	  is	  their	  primary	  contact	  
number:	  510-‐642-‐0518.	  I	  have	  had	  many	  occasions	  to	  work	  with	  the	  DSP	  and	  with	  students	  who	  have	  worked	  with	  the	  DSP.	  They	  do	  
excellent	  work.	   	  

Here	  is	  the	  URL	  for	  those	  who	  might	  need	  assistance	  in	  evacuating	  a	  building	  during	  an	  emergency.	  It	  is	  a	  good	  idea	  to	  have	  a	  plan	  in	  
place	  in	  case	  there	  is	  an	  unforeseen	  emergency.	  I	  encourage	  you	  to	  contact	  them:	  http://access.berkeley.edu/	   	  

Grades	  

General	  comments	  
♦ Students	  are	  always	  welcome	  to	  discuss	  with	  me	  concerns	  about	  grades.	  If	  you	  use	  “gradeissue”	  as	  a	  keyword	  in	  the	  email	  

subject	  line	  your	  emails	  will	  be	  reviewed	  again	  before	  assigning	  a	  final	  course	  grade.	  I	  recommend	  this.	   	  
♦ Some	  grades	  are	  reported	  to	  bSpace,	  though	  this	  report	  might	  be	  several	  sessions	  after	  the	  grade	  is	  determined.	  bSpace	  

is	  NOT	  the	  official	  grade	  book	  record.	  Also,	  when	  I	  have	  discussed	  a	  grade	  with	  a	  student	  and	  changed	  it,	  these	  changes	  
are	  almost	  never	  uploaded	  to	  bSpace.	  (It	  is	  time	  inefficient	  to	  upload	  grades	  on	  an	  individual	  basis.)	   	  

♦ Travel	   plans:	   Students	   or	   their	   parents	   sometimes	   schedule	   travel	   plans	   very	   close	   to	   class	   sessions.	   I	   do	  not	   consider	  
missed	  flights,	  delayed	  or	  cancelled	  flights	  or	  inexpensive	  tickets	  to	  be	  excusable	  reasons	  for	  absences.	  

♦ Leaving	  early	  or	  arriving	  late	  because	  of	  midterms	  in	  other	  classes:	  I	  do	  not	  consider	  this	  a	  valid	  reason	  for	  missing	  part	  
of	  the	  class.	  

♦ Job	   interviews:	   I	   am	   ambivalent	   about	   job	   interviews.	   If	   you	   seem	   otherwise	   to	   be	   fully	   engaged	   in	   the	   class,	   I	   will	  
probably	  consider	  missing	  class	  as	   inevitable	  but	  I	  will	  regret	  that	  you	  have	  missed	  the	  material.	  You	  should	  make	  extra	  
effort	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  sessions	  you	  are	  able	  to	  attend.	  When	  the	  student	  seems	  otherwise	  relatively	  uninvolved	  in	  the	  
class,	  I	  do	  sometimes	  wonder	  if	  the	  interviews	  might	  have	  been	  able	  to	  be	  scheduled	  at	  a	  better	  time.	  

♦ I	  consider	  the	  final	  exam	  period	  a	  firm	  date.	  Please	  do	  not	  ask	  to	  take	  an	  exam	  early	  because	  you	  have	  travel	  or	  moving	  
plans.	  (This	  is	  a	  general	  statement—some	  of	  my	  classes	  do	  not	  use	  the	  final	  exam	  period.)	  

♦ I	  basically	  never	  give	  incompletes	  in	  a	  class.	  

If	  you	  are	  curious,	  this	  is	  how	  I	  calculate	  grades	  

My	  process	  for	  calculating	  grades.	  I	  give	  letter	  grades,	  not	  points,	  for	  all	  evaluated	  activities	  (assignments,	  quizzes,	  tests,	  
participation,	  etc.).	   	  

Using	  letter	  grades,	  not	  points,	  means	  that	  I	  work	  with	  average	  or	  weighted	  averages,	  not	  total	  points.	  If	  you	  want	  to	  know	  where	  
you	  stand,	  grade-‐wise,	  in	  a	  class,	  you	  need	  to	  calculate	  grades	  the	  way	  I	  do.	  Evaluated	  events	  are	  collected	  together	  to	  give	  a	  letter	  
grade	  on	  a	  category,	  then	  categories	  are	  calculated	  using	  a	  weighed	  average	  (“grade	  weights”)	  to	  give	  what	  I	  call	  in	  my	  gradebook	  a	  
“grade	  by	  the	  math”.	  That	  grade	  is	  usually	  your	  final	  grade	  but	  might	  be	  adjusted	  due	  to	  special	  circumstances	  such	  as	  health	  issues,	  
extra	  credit,	  or	  academic	  dishonesty.	  Example	  (not	  realistic	  as	  to	  actual	  grade	  categories,	  there	  would	  be	  more	  than	  these	  two):	  
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This	  syllabus	  gives	  details	  on	  how	  evaluated	  activities	  (quizzes,	  tests,	  participation,	  etc.)	  are	  managed	  to	  generate	  the	  category	  
grades,	  and	  the	  weights	  of	  the	  various	  grade	  categories	  that	  generate	  the	  final	  course	  grade.	   	  

Towards	  the	  end	  of	  the	  semester,	  when	  there	  is	  time,	  I	  post	  to	  the	  Web	  site	  a	  “grade	  estimator”	  —	  an	  excel	  sheet	  with	  the	  same	  
formulas	  on	  it	  that	  I	  use	  to	  calculate	  the	  final	  course	  grades.	  

Using	  letter	  grades,	  not	  points,	  also	  means	  that	  I	  must	  convert	  letter	  grades	  to	  points	  in	  order	  to	  report	  grades	  to	  bSpace,	  since	  it	  
does	  not	  accept	  letters	  as	  grades.	  The	  conversion	  chart	  is	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  syllabus.	   	  

	  

Grade	  category	  weights	  &	  grade	  category	  descriptions	  

Midterm	  01	   	  

In-‐class.	  Closed	  book.	  Checks	  the	  concepts	  and	  information	  
provided	  in	  lecture	  and	  via	  the	  assigned	  materials.	  

Midterm	  02	  

Same	  as	  above.	  Non-‐cumulative.	  

Midterm	  03	  

Same	  as	  above.	  Also	  non-‐cumulative.	  

Final	  

In-‐class.	  Open	  book.	  Asks	  for	  analysis	  of	  course	  content	  as	  a	  
whole.	  Essay	  style	  exam.	  

Essay	  

This	  can	  be	  a	  research	  paper	  or	  analytic	  essay	  on	  a	  topic	  of	  
the	  student's	  choosing	  having	  to	  do	  with	  tea	  in	  any	  or	  all	  of	  
the	  three	  countries	  covered	  in	  class.	  The	  topic	  does	  not	  

Final course grade reported to the University. This is usually the same as the 
"by math" grade, although it might be adjusted slightly, as noted above.	 

Final course grade by the math  
(.4*participation grade)+(.6*quizgrade)=final course grade	 

A category, such as participation. The 
syllabus might say "The participation grade 
is assigned at the end of the term. It is one 
grade. The category grade is the same as 
the single participation grade. Particpation 

is 40% of the final course grade."	 

Quizzes. The syllabus might say 
"The quiz category grade is the 

average of all quizzes given, except 
that I drop the one lowest score. 

There might be 3-8 quizzes during 
the term. Quizzes are 60% of the 

final course grade."	 

multiple quizzes	 
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have	  to	  be	  premodern.	  All	  essays	  are	  grounded	  in	  credible	  academic	  sources	  used	  effectively.	  Research	  papers	  should	  be	  10-‐15	  
pages	  in	  length,	  the	  content	  should	  exceed	  introductory	  level	  material.	  Analytic	  essays	  should	  be	  7-‐12	  pages.	  They	  must	  be	  mostly	  
analysis,	  with	  little	  background	  information	  in	  the	  essay	  itself	  (though	  necessary	  as	  foundation	  for	  the	  student	  her-‐	  or	  himself).	  The	  
first	  draft	  is	  due	  by	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  first	  RRR	  period.	  The	  final	  draft	  is	  due	  during	  final	  exam	  week.	  

RRR Presentation 

Students	  will	  have	  about	  5	  minutes	  to	  present	  one	  or	  two	  of	  the	  most	  interesting	  points	  from	  their	  essays.	  Presentations	  will	  be	  
video	  recorded	  by	  me,	  to	  help	  in	  grading.	  The	  recording	  has	  no	  other	  use.	  

Extra	  credit	   	  

I	  usually	  but	  not	  always	  offer	  three	  types	  of	  extra	  credit	  in	  my	  classes—	  

Assignment-‐specific	  extra	  credit	  

This	  is	  a	  type	  students	  are	  used	  to—the	  opportunity	  on	  tests	  to	  answer	  more	  challenging	  questions	  or	  include	  information	  beyond	  
the	  usual	  expectations	  of	  the	  assignment.	   	  

This	  type	  of	  extra	  credit	  influences	  directly	  the	  grade	  on	  the	  quiz	  or	  test.	  

General	  extra	  credit	  

These	  are	  little	  things	  that	  you	  do	  that	  indicate	  an	  enthusiasm	  for	  the	  class,	  or	  more	  than	  the	  usual	  attentiveness	  to	  assignments,	  or	  
acts	  that	  help	  the	  teaching	  environment.	  This	  might	  be	  Web	  links	  you	  find	  that	  are	  of	  special	  value,	  or	  an	  extended	  comment	  you	  
send	  by	  email	  about	  something	  that	  interested	  you,	  or	  finding	  an	  error	  in	  my	  Web	  site	  or	  other	  instructions.	  I	  acknowledge	  these	  
things	  with	  an	  email	  that	  includes	  the	  keyword	  “ecearned”.	  This	  type	  of	  extra	  credit	  is	  grade-‐relevant	  only	  if,	  on	  the	  whole,	  you	  
seem	  to	  be	  participating	  very	  well	  in	  the	  class.	  It	  cannot	  replace	  assignments.	  Indeed,	  it	  might	  work	  against	  you	  if	  I	  conclude	  that	  
you	  are	  only	  interested	  in	  your	  grade	  and	  believe	  the	  extra	  credit	  can	  substitute	  for	  work	  on	  the	  regular	  assignments.	  This	  is	  an	  
opportunity	  to	  show	  enthusiasm	  and	  share	  ideas	  and	  help	  others,	  not	  polish	  your	  grade	  although,	  indirectly,	  it	  does	  have	  that	  
effect	  sometimes.	  

Major	  extra	  credit	  

Some	  of	  my	  classes	  have	  additional	  assignments	  that	  are	  quite	  challenging.	  I	  offer	  these	  as	  optional,	  for	  “Major	  Extra	  Credit.”	  
Completing	  Major	  Extra	  Credit	  in	  good-‐to-‐excellent	  form	  will	  add	  .2	  to	  .4	  to	  your	  final	  course	  grade	  point	  average.	  For	  example,	  if	  
you	  had,	  as	  a	  final	  course	  grade	  according	  to	  the	  math,	  a	  3.1	  (a	  “B-‐minus”)	  your	  total	  increases	  to	  somewhere	  between	  3.3	  and	  3.5	  
(a	  “B”).	  “Somewhere”	  is	  because	  the	  nature	  of	  the	  assignment	  and	  the	  quality	  of	  the	  work	  submitted	  isn’t	  uniform.	  The	  “.2	  to	  .4”	  
value	  is	  meant	  to	  make	  it	  likely	  that	  your	  final	  course	  grade	  will	  move	  up	  one	  step	  (“B+”	  to	  “A-‐minus”,	  “C”	  to	  “C+”,	  whatever)	  but	  to	  
not	  create	  a	  letter	  grade	  change	  when	  you	  are	  very	  low	  in	  a	  particular	  grade	  step	  (just	  barely	  in	  the	  “B”	  bracket,	  etc).	  Exception:	  the	  
“A”	  to	  “A+”	  move	  is	  more	  limited.	  I	  give	  only	  one	  or	  two	  “A+”s	  in	  a	  course.	  Even	  if	  your	  grade	  average	  is	  higher	  than	  4.0,	  it	  does	  not	  
necessarily	  covert	  to	  an	  “A+”.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  doing	  major	  extra	  credit	  assignments	  is	  always	  an	  excellent	  way	  to	  distinguish	  
yourself	  and	  strengthen	  your	  candidacy	  for	  an	  “A+”.	  

Completing	  Major	  Extra	  Credit	  mechanically	  as	  if	  only	  done	  for	  the	  course	  grade	  will	  not	  change	  your	  final	  grade	  cutoff	  lines.	   	  

Tables	  

Equivalents	  of	  4-‐pt	  scale	  numbers	  to	  letter	  grades	   	  

When	  a	  “4-‐pt	  scale”	  grade	  is	  reported	  on	  bSpace	  or	  elsewhere,	  the	  letter	  grade	  equivalent	  to	  that	  number	  is:	  

	  
4.1-‐4.3	  /	  A+	   3.3	  /	  B+	   2.3	  /	  C+	   1.3	  /	  D+	  
4	  /	  A	   3	  /	  B	   2	  /	  C	   1	  /	  D	  
3.7	  /	  A–	   2.7	  /	  B–	   1.7	  /	  C–	   0.7	  /	  D–	  
	   	   	   0	  /	  F	  
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Conversion	  of	  4-‐pt	  scale	  course	  average	  to	  letter	  grades	  for	  the	  final	  course	  grade	  

As	  noted	  above,	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  term,	  the	  4-‐pt	  scores	  for	  each	  grade	  category	  are	  averaged,	  according	  to	  weight.	  That	  
mathematical	  result	  is	  then	  converted	  to	  the	  appropriate	  course	  letter	  grade.	  Below	  are	  the	  cutoffs	  for	  each	  final	  course	  letter	  grade.	  
(May	  20,	  2012:	  I	  have	  noticed	  that	  my	  end-‐term	  grade	  statistics	  indicate	  fewer	  grades	  in	  the	  “A”	  band	  and,	  for	  those	  grades	  in	  the	  “A”	  
band,	  the	  vast	  majority	  are	  “A-‐minus”	  not	  “A”—for	  example,	  3	  “A”s	  compared	  to	  15	  “A-‐minuses”.	  I	  have	  been	  adjusting,	  when	  it	  
seems	  appropriate,	  the	  basic	  scale	  below	  generate	  final	  grades	  that	  are	  closer	  to	  an	  equal	  number	  of	  “A”s	  and	  “A-‐minuses”.	  I	  don’t	  
seem	  to	  have	  the	  same	  phenomenon	  in	  the	  case	  of	  the	  “B”	  or	  “C”	  band.)	  
	  

Course	  4pt	  average	  

letter	  
grade	  
reported	  
to	  the	  
university	  

Course	  4pt	  
average	  

letter	  grade	  
reported	  to	  
the	  
university	  

Course	  4pt	  
average	  

letter	  grade	  
reported	  to	  
the	  
university	  

Course	  4pt	  
average	  

letter	  grade	  
reported	  to	  
the	  
university	  

When	  given,	  usually	  highest	  1-‐2	  class	  
averages,	  with	  EC	  and	  other	  factors	  

taken	  into	  consideration	  
A+	   ≥	  3.15	   B+	   ≥	  2.15	   C+	   ≥	  1.15	   D+	  

≥	  3.85	   A	   ≥	  2.85	   B	   ≥	  1.85	   C	   ≥	  0.85	   D	  

≥	  3.5	   A–	   ≥	  2.5	   B–	   ≥	  1.5	   C–	  
(↑↓P/NP)	   ≥	  0.5	   D–	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   <	  0.5	   F	  

Start	  point	  in	  defining	  cutoffs	  for	  letter	  grades	  when	  “percent	  correct”	  is	  the	  criterion	  used	  to	  determine	  a	  

letter	  grade	  (multiple-‐choice	  tests	  and	  such)	  

≥	  100	   A+	   	   ≥	  86.5	   B+	   	   ≥	  76.5	   C+	   	   ≥	  66.5	   D+	   	   <	  60	   F	  

≥	  93	   A	   	   ≥	  83	   B	   	   ≥	  73	   C	   	   ≥	  63	   D	   	   	   	  

≥	  90	   A-‐	   	   ≥	  80	   B-‐	   	   ≥	  70	   C-‐	   	   ≥	  60	   D-‐	   	   	   	  

	  


